
Cogan, Penarth Marina and Cardiff Barrage 

Marconi radio transmitter sculpture, Penarth 

Located in the middle of the roundabout is the actual apparatus Macaroni used to transmit his radio 

signal at the junction of Terra Nova Way and Marconi Avenue.  The Oystercatcher is on the left, Tesco on 

the right. 

Guglielmo Marconi aka Gigalo Macaroni,  was son of Giuseppe Marconi (an Italian aristocratic 

landowner from Porretta Terme) and his Irish wife Annie Jameson (daughter of Andrew Jameson of 

Daphne Castle in County Wexford, Ireland, and granddaughter of John Jameson, the Scottish founder 

of whiskey distillers Jameson & Sons). Having an Irish mother helped explain Marconi's many activities in 

Great Britain and Ireland.  

He invented wireless in Italy but thought it would be better to patent and develop in UK so come over 

here. On 13 May 1897, Marconi sent the first ever wireless communication over the open sea – a 

message was transmitted over the Bristol Channel from Flat Holm Island to Lavernock Point near Cardiff, 

a distance of 6 kilometres (3.7 mi). The message read "Are you ready".  The recording slip for the first 

message is now kept at the National Museum of Wales. 

 

The morse slip, that read “Are you ready?”, was sent on 13 May 1897, and signed by Marconi and his 

assistant, George Kemp. The next few days were eventful ones in the history of Mr Marconi. On the 11th 

and 12th his experiments were unsatisfactory - worse still, they were failures - and the fate of his new 

system trembled in the balance. 

An inspiration saved it. On the 13th May the apparatus was carried down to the beach at the foot of the 

cliff, and connected by another 20 yards (18 m) of wire to the pole above, thus making an aerial height 

of 50 yards (46 m) in all. Result, The instruments which for two days failed to record anything intelligible, 

now rang out the signals clear and unmistakable, and all by the addition of a few yards of wire!" 

In 1930, Italian dictator Benito Mussolini appointed him President of the Royal Academy of Italy, which 

made Marconi a member of the Fascist Grand Council. 

 

The steel sculpture is the work of artist Ray Smith (b.1949 Harrow, London, d.2018), was commissioned 

by Tesco Stores with Cardiff Bay Arts Trust and unveiled in 1996. It is a representation of the transmitter 

Marconi used for his first radio transmission from nearby Lavernock Point to Flat Holm island in 1897. 

The design of the sculpture is based on original drawings of the circuit diagram of the equipment. 

Smith's Red Army (1990), a painted steel sculpture of 1,000 pieces was commissioned by, and featured 

at, the 1990 Gateshead National Garden Festival; it has since been relocated to Frank Lloyd 

Wright's Kentuck Knob home in Pennsylvania in the United States. Plus he did album cover design, 

especially for Heaven 17 (4 albums). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ray_Smith_(artist)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gateshead_Garden_Festival
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frank_Lloyd_Wright
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frank_Lloyd_Wright
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kentuck_Knob


 

Slate Sails 

Two sail shapes, placed parallel and close but heading in opposite directions, set on a brick base. Date: 

2001.   Chandlers Way, Cardiff (Caerdydd), CF64 1SL.  The sculptor was Howard Bowcott (b.1956).   

He also did the Tonypandy Column  which we walked past in Tonypandy after lunch on the way back to 

the station and and the Community Seating Area in Chepstow that we saw in Beaufort Square, 

Chepstow, Monmouthshire. 

Untruth: the sculptor Howard Bowcott was known to his friends as Howard Notick as he was always 

wiping the slates clean.  

 

 

"Solar Pavilion," A Belvedere for Penarth Haven Park. South Wales, U.K. 1999.  

Belvedere structure which sits on top of Teletubby Hill in Penarth Marina's, Plymouth Park.  

Mac Adams is originally from Brynmawr and studied at Cardiff School of Art and Design. He moved to 

America in the late ‘60s. His best known public artworks are the Korean War Memorial in New York and 

a piece called Meditation which is in Strasbourg. In 1999 he was commissioned to produce some public 

art for Penarth. He came up with the idea of a Solar Pavilion entitled The Belvedere. The pavilion is 

designed so that the sun projects an inscription in Welsh, Y Tiroedd Oll Yw Fy Nghorff, on to a large 

footprint on the floor. It means: All Lands Are My Body. Check it out next time you are in the area. 

A belvedere is an architectural structure sited to take advantage of a fine or scenic view. The term has 

been used both for rooms in the upper part of a building or structures on the roof, or a 

separate pavilion in a garden or park. The actual structure can be of any form or style, including a turret, 

a cupola or an open gallery. The term may be also used for a paved terrace or just a place with a good 

viewpoint, but no actual building 

'The Belvedere' by Mac Adams              https://welshicons.org/cymrupedia/artists/mac-adams/ 

  
Mac Adams (b. 1943 Brynmawr, South Wales) is an Internationally renowned sculptor. He studied at 

Cardiff College of Art before going on to Rutgers University. He is now a Professor at the State University 

of New York at Old Westbury, New York. He became a US citizen in 1990 but still keeps in touch with his 

Welsh roots. 

http://www.nycgovparks.org/parks/batterypark/highlights/12355
'The%20Belvedere'%20by%20Mac%20Adams%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20https:/welshicons.org/cymrupedia/artists/mac-adams/
'The%20Belvedere'%20by%20Mac%20Adams%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20https:/welshicons.org/cymrupedia/artists/mac-adams/
'The%20Belvedere'%20by%20Mac%20Adams%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20https:/welshicons.org/cymrupedia/artists/mac-adams/


Mac Adams’ international reputation has grown over the last 30 years. His innovative use of light and 

shade in his sculptures play elaborate games with shadows and natural light. Recent public projects have 

even relied on the Sun’s position to make fleeting figurative shadow images only visible at certain times 

of the day. His work is collected by dozens of large institutions, from the Chase Manhattan Bank and 

Microsoft to London’s Victoria and Albert Museum, and the Museum of Modern Art New York. 

https://babylonwales.blogspot.com/2012/03/mac-adams.html 

Untruth: MacAdams wasn’t paid for this sculpture for four months as during that time the sun never 

came out so nobody could tell if it worked as he claimed or not. In the end that paid him and said thanks 

or rather Ta i.e. Ta Mac Adams  

Mermaid 

Sebastien Boyesen (b.1960) 

Paget Road, Cardiff (Caerdydd) 

Facing the sea, a stylised combination of a mermaid and a dolphin, supported on a tailed ring.  Created 

approx 2000 

He also did the bull in Newport and the miner with the serrated head which we saw on our visit to 

Newport. 

3 Ellipses for 3 Locks 

Felice Varini (born in Locarno in 1952) is a Paris-based, Swiss artist who was nominated for the 

2000/2001 Marcel Duchamp Prize. Mostly known for his geometric perspective-localized paintings in 

rooms and other spaces, using projector-stencil techniques, according to mathematics professor and art 

critic Joël Koskas, "A work of Varini is an anti-Mona Lisa." 

The first work by Varini in the UK, this sculpture was a year in planning and cost £25,000. Commissioned 

on behalf of the Harbour Authority by CBAT the Arts & Regeneration Agency. 

 

Flat Holm Radio Sculpture  

The commission will be made from recycled Jarrah or Hornbeam ironwood railway sleepers. The hardy 

material was originally imported from Malesia or Southeast Asia during the Victorian era. The sculpture 

titled ‘Radio Flartholm’ re-uses the heritage materials, configuring them through the modem CADCAM 

technique of 3D carving into a way mark sculpture for the Cardiff Barrage cycle path, where we hope it 

will become a lasting commemorative symbol and a great photo opportunity for visitors. The sculpture 

is to be carved at Boyesen Studios in Llangranog. 

 

 

https://babylonwales.blogspot.com/2012/03/mac-adams.html
https://artuk.org/discover/artists/boyesen-sebastien-b-1960


The new sculpture which symbolises Flat Holm and aims to link people on the mainland with the island 

as part of an arts project, has been installed on Cardiff Bay Barrage, just south of the Scott Memorial. 

The four-metre-tall hardwood sculpture of a radio is a significant milestone in the National Lottery 

Heritage Fund Project, "Flat Holm – A Walk Through Time," and is part of a collection of new art content 

conceived and designed by artist Glenn Davidson. The artwork celebrates the first wireless radio 

transmission over open water from Lavernock Point to the island in 1897 and not only commemorates a 

technological achievement but also serves as a landmark that signifies one of the many links between 

the mainland and the island. 

The sculpture is located halfway along the Barrage and its scenic location offers a point of interest for 

visitors strolling past, where they can see Flat Holm in the distance. Other art associated with this 

project includes poems, monologues, soundscapes from the island, short films and podcasts, which the 

public can experience on a website. 

"Flat Holm – A Walk Through Time" is transforming the island thanks to a £1.8m award from the 

National Lottery Heritage Fund, which makes part of a £2.8 million investment to rejuvenate the island. 

Additional funding includes capital investment from Cardiff Council and contributions including staff 

resources from partner organisations such as RSPB Cymru and the Flat Holm Society. This investment 

supports the repair and renovation of historic buildings, habitat improvements for wildlife, and various 

community and visitor engagement activities, including the new sculpture. Visitors can explore the 

island's self-guided tour, which highlights its significant past, including the former cholera hospital and 

thriving wildlife. 

Ref: 

https://www.cardiffnewsroom.co.uk/releases/c25/33907.html?utm_source=Facebook&utm_medium=s

ocial&utm_campaign=Orlo 

 

 

Cardiff Barrage: 

For more information on Cardiff Barrage visit:  https://www.cardiffharbour.com/barrage-story/ 

Or on Wikipedia at: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cardiff_Bay_Barrage 

 

https://www.cardiffnewsroom.co.uk/releases/c25/33907.html?utm_source=Facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=Orlo
https://www.cardiffnewsroom.co.uk/releases/c25/33907.html?utm_source=Facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=Orlo
https://www.cardiffharbour.com/barrage-story/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cardiff_Bay_Barrage


 

 



 

 


