
Maesteg Notes 

Railway 

 

The Dyffryn Llynfi & Porthcawl Railway c.1825-1860 

Background – Built between 1825 and 1829, The Dyffryn Llynfi & Porthcawl 

Railway connected a new harbour built at Porthcawl with iron works that had sprung up further inland 

at Cefn Cribbwr, Aberkenfig and Maesteg. The railway covered a total distance of 16¾ miles descending 

some 490 feet from its starting point near Caerau, Maesteg. Designed for horse-drawn traffic it was a 

single track line with passing places and was built to a 4ft 6inch gauge with the rails fixed to stone blocks 

rather than wooden sleepers so as to leave a clear path between which horses and handlers could walk 

along. 

 

https://kenfigorg.wordpress.com/dyffryn-llynfi-porthcawl-railway/


A time-table dating from 1855 shows that it took 6¼ hours to travel from the 

terminus in the valley to Porthcawl and that the return trip was about 2¼ hours longer. The trains 

brought iron and coal to the coast for export to worldwide destinations and on the return trip stopped 

at South Cornelly to collect lime for use at the iron works. As lime was an effective fertilizer, several 

farmers in the Maesteg area with arrangement with the railway company, operated their own trams on 

the line to collect supplies for their own use. 

Passengers – Passenger traffic started on the line as 

early as 1836 and became increasingly important when the track was converted to use by steam trains 

in 1861 making Porthcawl a popular destination for day trippers and holiday makers alike. This section of 

line from Porthcawl to Cefn Cribbwr junction remained operational until the 1960’s when it was closed 

as a result of the Beeching Act. 

At south Cornelly where a lane crossed the railway by a manned level crossing 

– the former gate keeper’s house still survives as a modernised private dwelling whilst opposite it stands 

the former local public house known as The Three Horse Shoes (Originally called The Horse and Tram). 

The public house fronted onto the railway and offered welcome refreshment for hauliers working the 

line before setting off on the long return journey back to Maesteg. This public house is now a private 

residence 

The line was replaced as a broad-gauge railway in 1861, designed by Brunel and completed after his 

death.  The railway line to Nantyffyllon, formerly part of the Llynfi Valley line, closed to passengers in 

1970 and to freight in 1993, with tracks removed north of Maesteg by 2004 for housing. A long 

campaign in the late 1980s and early 90s, resulted in the reopening of the line in 1992 as far as Maesteg 

by British Rail.  Maesteg, which is currently the terminus for Transport for Wales services from 

Cardiff/Bridgend. The line beyond Maesteg is no longer operational. 

 

 



Untruth.  On the way down to Porthcawl the line was downhill so some of the ponies used to hitch a 

ride in the drams.  When the line was replaces with steam locos the ponies were relased onto the beach 

at Porthcawl and have been doing donkey rides ever since.  

 

Keeper of the Collieries  2016 

Oak sculpture.  A nine foot high sculpture of a coal miner leaning against a shovel and looking out across 

Maesteg in the Llynfi valley. The sculpture is on the site of the former Coegnant Colliery and Maesteg 

Washery and commemorates the miners of the valley. The sculpture was designed with sustainability in 

mind, carved from Welsh trees that had naturally fallen. Commissioned by Natural Resources Wales, 

with funding from Welsh Government and Ford Motor Company. 

Untruth: Nobody knows the name of the miner but I call him Bradley  i.e. Brad Pitt. 

Artist: Chris Wood 

Hi I'm Chris Wood AKA Wood Art Works, I've been working professionally as an artist since I established 

WAW in 1999. 

Prior to 1999 I worked for ten years as a fabricator welder, during that time I also took A level art and 

spent six years in life drawing classes exploring the human form in every media available to me, after 

getting made redundant from my job, I realised there was only one thing I wanted to do, become a 

professional artist. 

Since starting WAW I've worked on hundreds of projects each one different to the next, from 

children's workshops making masks or lanterns etc, to giant chainsaw sculptures, or shop displays on 

Oxford street. I've also worked in Spain, the Canaries and Abu Dhabi as well as all over the UK, for 

various festivals, schools, councils and other associations. View our client list. 

The diversity in my work has given me valuable and unique experience, that has constantly pushed me 

to new levels and has been very rewarding. 

Poem: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uw_mnigj0UM 

 

https://www.woodartworks.co.uk/client-list
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uw_mnigj0UM


 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Maesteg Town Hall 

This building has been a Maesteg landmark since the early 1880s, when its construction was partly 

funded by local coal miners donating a day’s wages. Originally it included a market hall and rooms for 

public events including wrestling matches, dog and poultry shows, musical recitals, eisteddfodau and 

early trade union meetings. 

Wednesday 20 November 2024 marked an historic day for the people of Maesteg and the wider Llynfi 

Valley, as Maesteg Town Hall officially opened its doors to the public, following a highly ambitious, 

multi-million-pound redevelopment project delivered by the council and its partners at Awen Cultural 

Trust. 

The Grade II listed building, originally built in 1881, has been returned to its former glory and now boasts 

additional features including a new glass atrium, library and heritage centre, studio theatre and cinema 

space, along with a café and mezzanine bar.   

The main auditorium has been fully restored to become a multi-functional performing arts venue, 

including a stage lift, dressing rooms and a bar. The balcony has also been retained and refurbished.  The 

two areas of the building are linked by a modern glazed atrium and foyer fronting Talbot Street.  

 

People from Maesteg 

Maesteg Town Hall is currently hosting some amazing paper sculptures, created by the theatre design 

students from the Royal Welsh College of Music & Drama. The sculptures are inspired by paintings by 

Maesteg artist Christopher Williams, including two paintings that have their home in Maesteg Town 

Hall.  Christopher Williams – Artist 

https://www.bridgend.gov.uk/business/regeneration/maesteg-town-hall-re-development/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christopher_Williams_(Welsh_artist)


 

 

 



 

 


